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IQ.  (C)  In  a meeting  with  Ambassador  May  15,  U/S  Ertugrul 
Apakan  confirmed  that  the  GOT  sanctions  decree  against  Iran 
called  for  under  UNSCR  1737  is  still  with  the  Prime  Ministry 
and  had  not  been  approved  by  the  Council  of  Ministers. 

Apakan  told  Ambassador  that  Council  of  Ministers  1 approval 
was  expected  within  days . 

1.2 . (C)  Apakan  said  the  UNSCR  174  7 sanctions  package  had  not 
left  the  MFA.  The  MFA  had  informed  financial  institutions  of 
the  provisions  of  UNSCR  1747,  but  the  package  could  not  be 
moved  to  the  Council  of  Ministers  for  final  approval  until 
the  UNSCR  1737  decree  was  promulgated. 

13.  (C)  Ambassador  stressed  the  urgency  of  the  getting  1747 
sanctions  into  law  so  that  financial  institutions  in  Turkey 
could  take  action  and  asked  Apakan  to  do  as  much  as  possible 
to  speed  the  process.  Ambassador  reiterated  that  it  would 
harmful  if  the  GOT  allows  months  to  pass  before  implementing 
the  sanctions.  He  noted  in  particular  that  freezing  assets 
six  months  after  the  asset  freeze  was  to  have  been 
implemented  defeats  the  purpose  of  the  sanctions.  Apakan 
told  us  the  MFA  would  be  prepared  to  send  the  1747  language 
to  the  Prime  Ministry  immediately  after  the  UNSCR  1737  decree 
is  issued. 
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